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Respected Sir ,
we, the Plast ic Manufacturers '  Associat ion of  Rajasthan, would l ike br ing on record our strong

object ion to this draf t  rule ment ioned above.

Polyethylene Terephthalate,  normal ly cal led PET, has been approved for pr imary packaging of

Foods, Beverages and Pharmaceut icals global ly.  ln Rajasthan, a large number of  smal l  scale

lndustr ies are involved in the manufactur ing of  PET packaging for drug formulat ions. In fact ,  in the

lndian industry PET packaging is widely used for exports of  pharmaceut icals s ince i t  has so many

in h erent advantages.

As far as health reasons are concerned, the use of PET in the pharmaceut icals industry has never

been the cause of any ill effect and no adverse case has been known to be reported anywhere to

the contrary.  Usage of PET packaging is approved in several  cont inents and countr ies as r telow

o ln USA is governed by USFDA CFR 21, of  US Food & Drug Administrat ion

. In Europe by EU regulat ion tolzotL of  the European Union, and

o ln lndia by Bls ls:  I2252-Lg87, Bureau of Indian standards who have done approved

the same after r igorous test ing and protocol ,  as per the fol lowing standards:

i . |S12252 -1987 :Spec i f i ca t i on fo rPo | ye thy |eneTe reph tha |a te (PET&PBT)
fo r t he i r sa feuse incon tac tW i thFoods tu f f s ,Pha rmaceu t i ca I sand
Drinkine Water.

i i .  lS 14537-1998 :PET bott les for Packaging of Alcohol ic Liquors'

i i i .  |s 9845-1998 :  Determinat ion of  overa| |  Migrat ion of  const i tuents of

Plast ics Mater ials and Art ic les intended to come in contact wi th

Foodstuffs -  Method of Analysis.

i v . lS :101711 -1999 :Gu ideonSu i t ab i l i t yo fP las t i c s fo rFoodPackag ing
inc lud ins  A l coho l .

F.  No. X.11014/10/2013-DFQC
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ln addit ion PEI containers are also permit ted by other regulatory regimes under Food and Safety

standards Act,  2006 and the Regulat ions made thereunder as wel l  as the Rules made under

Bombay Prohibi t ion Act.  Thus the use of PET bott les has been statutor i ly permit ted and regulated

after thorough evaluat ion and test ing" The Food and Drug Administrat ion (FDA) of  usA has

certified after diligent research that the PET bottles are not harmful for use, sale and storage of

food, pharmaceut ical  & alcohol ic products.

Various Government Laborator ies have also cert i f ied PET for sui tabi l i ty as a packaging mater ial

speci f ica l ly v iz;

. Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysore;

.  Indian Inst i tute of  Packaging, Mumbai;
o ITALAB, Mumbai;  and
o Industrial Toxicology Research Center, Lucknow'

The overal l  migrat ion standards are wel l  wi thin the permissible l imits and therefore di f ferent

products can safely be packed and stored in PET bott les.

pET packaging for pharma products is covered by di f ferent pharmacopeia standards /  test ing

procedures l ike usP, lP and EP. Food Safety Management system (FSMS) cert i f icate is also

avai lable for PET mater ial  conf i rming to the requirements of  ISO 22000:2005'

Studies made by the Internat ional  Li fe Sciences Inst i tute ( lLSl) ,  an internat ional  non-prof i t  science

organizat ion based in washington, DC, usA since 1978, conclusively state that PET has intr insic

propert ies that do not rely on addit ives and pose no threat to human health being chemical ly inert

and non-toxic. .Th ere is also a report  by EFBW (European Federat ion of  Bott led Water) ,  which

negates the presence of endocr ine disruptors in PET packaging.

PET is the eco-fr i 'endly packaging mater ial .  l t  has lower 'Green House Gases'  (GHG) emission. PET

cuts Transportat ion energy used in global  food supply chain by hal f-  13.7 MJ per kg of  PET as

against 25.4 Ml of  Glass. Also, as per a study speci f ic to Pharma industry,1.50 Lac of  PET bott les can

be transported in a container vs90 K Glass Bott les (100 ml).  Weight of  PET Bott le case is -10 t imes

lower than Glass Bott les case. So fuel  quant i ty goes down for t ransportat ion in PET.

Also, we would l ike to br ing to your knowledge that interests in glass bott le t rade tr ied to get a ban

imposed on PET by misrepresent ing facts through Publ ic Interest Li t igat ions (PlL) in the High Courts

of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka through di f ferent NGOs recent ly.  We wish to

inform you that al l the Honorable High Courts dismissed the PIL in al l  the three states on grounds

that PET has been tested and approved for such use.
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To conclude, i t  is  submit ted that:

o PET with its inherent strengths such as product safety, eco-friendIiness and

recyclability is ideal product to be used in food, beverage and pharmaceuticals

Packaging.
. Consumer,s preference is for hygienic, c|ean, comfortabIe, convenient & |ight

packaging.
r  pET is a universal ly safe and environment f r iendly packaging mater ial  and i ts use

shou |dbeencou raged ra the r t han the re t rgg rades tepenv i sagedby thesed ra f t
ru les.

Keeping in mind the.,Make in India" development campaign introduced by our Honourable Pr ime

Minister,  shr i  Narendra Modi,  th is proposed not i f icat ion is a step that wi l l  take us in the wron8

direct ion -  maybe due to wrong informat ion provided by vested interests.  Innumerable Smal l -

Medium Scale Industr ies would be impaired i f  these rules are not wi thdrawn'

This is an appeal on the behalf  of  the plast ic manufacturers '  of  Rajasthan to br ing to l ight the

harm this rule can cause to our industry i f  not wi thdrawn.

We would be grateful if we are given an opportunity to present the facts and merits of our case in

person before you.

Thank ing  You ,

For Plast ic Manufacturers '  Associat ion RaJasthan,

1' \
Ir 1' \+\,-'-

, )" -'---

(SHARWAN SHARMA)
PRESIDENT


